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Conestoga students 
have flair for chairs 




While many students were 
studying hard for tests and 
writing research papers, stu- 

ing program had a bit more on 
their plate. 

At the beginning of the fall 

dents were put in groups and 
tasked with finding an old. 
broken chair to fix and turn 
into a beautiful piece of art 
On Nov 25 the completed 

The artful antiques were dis- 
played in the atrium, where 
the proud students presented 
their masterpieces to their 
peers. Some were flashy, with 
bright bangles, chains, club 
lights and a built-in music 
player, while others were 


of earthen design. Every chair 
on display was fashionable, 
functional and looked quite 
comfortable. 

"We were all assigned an 
element for our chair.' said 
Barb Simon, who was part of 
the group that created a pair 
of seats they dubbed Sonny 
and Chair The two chairs 
were lavishly decorated: one 
had the appearance of a styl- 

an elegant ball gown 
"We embellished ours with a 
suit, jewelry, abowtie ... even 
little cufflinks she said 
Leslee Squirrell. the pro- 
interior decorating program, 
explained the details of the 

"They each get an element 


ated by these students are 
placed in a silent auction fun- 
draiser called Chairity. The 
event has brought in between 
$10,000 and $12,000 in the 


veil 


go o 


So much past 


in the present 


Wearing everything from 
bell-bottoms to tie-dyed 
shirts, the first students of 
Conestoga College made their 
way through dust and con- 
struction to find their seats in 
21 portables that functioned 

only 188 students and 25 fac- 
ulty members that first day of 
classes on Jan. 8. 1968. 

The dreary appearance of 
what was then the first signs of 
Conestoga's Doon campus had 
developed the nickname "Stalag 
17' after a Second World War 
German prison camp. 

Today its hard to imagine 
thatscatteredscene. Conestoga 
now holds approximately 
11.000 full-time 35.000 con- 
tinuing education and 4.000 
apprenticeship students. The 
growth over the past 46 years 

people have helped to guide its 


the president of Conestoga 
College since 1987 and is 
the longest-serving president 
in the Ontario college sys- 
tem. In the 1992 anniversary 
release of the book. Conestoga 
College Twenty-Five Years 
of Evolution That Works 
he explained that the first 
few years were definitely the 
hardest. 

"... Although we had a lot of 
good ideas we didn t have the 
money to do them. ' Tibbits said. 

He must have found a way 
because since then the school 
has grown dramatically, in 
more ways than one. Paul 
Scott, broadcast radio pro- 
gram co-ordinator, has had 
a history with Conestoga 
College going back to 1988. 
He ended up becoming a full- 
time teacher in 1991 and fell 
in love with the school and its 

CONTINUED ON PAGE4 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

What was your biggest 
New Year's resolution failure? 



"To quit smoking" (he said 
while smoking. 




How I Live Now 
can’t live up to book 


BY ASHLEY KOWI1Z 


It s difficult to turn a book, 
mostly written through inter- 
nal thoughts of the main 
character, into a film. How I 
Live Now. while not falling 
short in acting or cinema- 
tography. does leave some 
plot holes that are never fully 

111 the film adaptation of 
Meg Rosoff s How I Live Now 
Daisy, played by Saoirse 

in the English countryside 
She’s angry at the world 
and at herself Her father is 
too busy with his new fam- 
ily to help her through some 
of the internal issues that 

to live with her aunt and 
Her bitterness and her con- 



But her silenced thoughts 


dont last. A bomb falls sig- 
nalling the beginning of the 
Third World War. The boys 

dragged off to different parts 
of the country Her love for 
Edmond and for her cousins 
results in her breaking out of 
the camp in an effort to find 

The movie ls^full of amazing 
views of the English country- 
side: rolling hills and thick 



forests The acting by Eonan 
is an accurate portrayal of a 
young girl puffing aside her 
own turmoil to take care of 
others, to grow into a strong 
woman The characters are 
realistic. 

While the majority of the 

left the viewers with a sense of 
hope, it also left some people 
puzzled on some key points. 

We never know who is part 
of the war who started it or 
how it ended There are hints 
of chaos in England, which 
are both graphic and emo- 
tional. However, the battle 
scenes are almost non-exis- 
tent and it makes you ques- 
tion the reach that the "world 
war actually has. While this 
sense of conffision might have 

the' story, it doesnt translate 

Another aspect that gets 
lost in the progression from 


of Daisy s inner turmoil We 
also never know exactly what 
is going on with her. why she 
needed the medication she 
takes at the beginning of the 
film. Also the jumbled voice- 

fully explained. The scenes 
that have her taking doctor - 
prescribed medication and 
staring at herself in the mir- 
ror for prolonged periods of 
time, only hint at her possible 



with her body, but this is 
never fully developed. 

The script falls short in 
terms of giving the characters 
depth and this overshadows 
all the good aspects of the 
film. The potential for the 

screenplays and I believe that 
How I Live Now is a perfect 
example of that. 
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Creative minds meet in K-W 


The first annual Filmmaker’s Forum- 12 Angry Filmmakers 
hopes to encourage new projects 


EY KELSEY DUMBER 


work in downtown Kitchener 
with Conestoga students and 
others who have an interest 
in film. 

The first annual 

Angry Filmmakers kicked off 
with a teaser clip of Duncan 

After being welcomed by the 
MCs and a brief introduc- 
tion by Tom Bishop, co-ordi- 
nator of media foundations 
at Conestoga, the floor was 
opened up for mingling and 
networking. 

Students from Conestoga 
College attended the event, 
many from media foundations 

the program. 

T have worked with a few 
people here in small, small 
capacities, and it is nice to 
see a familiar face and hope- 



unteermg get out there and 
try new things to get yourself 
experience . It will help you 

McMillan showed clips of 
his film Post Lifers. It is a 


about zombies in the woods 
trying to get away from man- 
kind. The film consists of a 
bunch of interviews where 
the zombies talk about the 
problems they are having, 
their regrets their triumphs 
and reflections on their lives. 
McMillans film can be pur- 

Enca Robinson also known 
as Gada Jane attended the 
event to meet with people she 
has worked with before and 
to offer new filmmakers her 
advice. 

"118 a long process, figur- 
ing out what you can bring 
to a project and what you 


need ffom other people and 
people as possible and find 

rush because it is like you are 
building relationships with 


(( The best thing to do is 
to make sure you're get- 
ting out there. This event 
is a great opportunity. W 
- Brad McMillan. 


Langen previewed his latest 
horror project titled Fondue 
at the forum. Langen is soon 
to turn 20 years old and 
he is already making a big 
splash in the K-W filmmak- 
ers community. Although 
he has never attended post- 




Counsellor’s Corner 

Welcome from 
Counselling Services 

To those students who are beginning their college career at Conestoga, 
welcome! Right now you are probably excited about opportunities to learn more 
about your area of study, meet other students and just find your way around 
campus. 

We encourage you to take advantage of the many services that Counselling 
Services have designed to help you be successful. Professionally trained 
counsellors can help you resolve barriers that stand in the way of you reaching 
your educational goals. Arrange to see a counsellor if you have academic or 
personal concerns during your time at Conestoga. Groups and workshops are 
offered for such issues as performance anxiety, stress management and 
relaxation. Counselling is free, voluntary and confidential. We can also refer you 
to other College and community resources that can help. 

To those students who are returning for another semester of study, welcome 
back! We hope the coming term provides fresh ideas and challenges, new 
friends and activities and brings you closer to your academic goals! Come and 
see us in Counselling Services if we can help in any way. 




www.conestogac.on.ca/counselling/ 
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Conestoga’s come a long way 


♦ FROM PAGE 1 

From behind his pale yel- 
low glasses Scott smiles at 
the thought of his first inter- 
view for the position. "Back 
then the Student Client 
Services Building didn t exist. 
There were just portables 

The skeleton of Conestoga s 
main building is still a large 
part of the current school's 
structure, but it continues 
to grow. The recreation cen- 
tre was finished in 1980 and 
because of its dome shape 
was referred to as the "gold- 
en arches.' The building 
holds an Olympic-sized ice 
rink, auditorium and a gym 
Today. 34 years later, plans 

or demolish that very same 
building. 

Times continue to change. 
with the rec centre not being 
the only addition to the origi- 
nal school. The woodworking 
centre, engineering centre, 
and E-wing and F-wing are 
all just some of the add-ons. 
The F-wing was opened in 
August 2011 and offers state- 
of-the-art technology for stu- 
dents in the School of Health 
and Life Sciences, but Scott 
believes the biggest growth 
that can be seen at Conestoga 
is visible area-wide. 

"I think one of the real 
great things about this 
college is the expansion 
that has taken place with 
the Cambridge campus, 
the Guelph campus, the 
Waterloo campus and the 
Stratford campus. It s a big 
college if you really think 
about it.' Scott said. 

Not only has the school 
grown physically but academ- 
ic advances have been made 


as well. 

"Back in the 90s I'm not 
even sure we were talking 
about launching degree pro- 
grams. Probably not. but I 
think education is evolving 

need to examine pathways for 
students who want a blend of 
the hands-on learning plus 
the practical theory,' Scott 

Today Conestoga offers nine 
four -year bachelor degree pro- 
grams as well as two col- 
laborative degrees. Not only 
are there more options for 
college students to upgrade 
to a degree but there are also 
more university students 
coming to Conestoga to get 
hands-on skills. 

Through the many years 
Scott has been a part of 
the Conestoga community, 
there was one thing that 
never changed — the type of 
faculty. "That is something 
that separates our college 
from some others. I think 

personal energy and time, 
getting to know the students 
and making ourselves avail- 
able to students for those 
who need some extra help 
That's one of the things I m 
most proud of for being a 
part of the team. ~ he said. 

Scott gave credit to Tibbits 
for the exceptional leadership 
he has given to the school 
over the past 27 years and his 
attempt at always pushing 
forward even in the worst of 

"He has seen lean and mean 
times He has been able to 
stickhandle around these 
issues and still build a college 
that is recognized as being 
one of the best in Canada, 
he said. 
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Students debate for cash prize 







COMMENTARY 


Monday, January { 


2013 in review 


BY IOWY MCLELLAH 

Last year was an extremely turbulent year, playing 
host to events that were good, bad and downright ugly 
including the Syrian civil war. the ongoing American 
financial crisis and natural disasters around the world. 
But with the arrival of grand revelations in medicine, 
and a forward-thinking pope, not all news from 2013 was 

1. The Syrian Civil War: What began as one presi- 
dents extremely violent way of dealing with protesters 
quickly turned into one of the bloodiest, most horrifying 
civil wars in recent history. Over 100,000 people have 
been killed, two million forced to flee and four million 
displaced due to the war that currently rages between 
President Bashar al-Assad and rebel leader Amad 

tions and countries, including the United States and 
Iran. Assad used a chemical weapon on his own people 
which caused the U.S. to threaten a deployment of its 
own forces before the movement was stopped in favour 
of a proposed diplomatic route. 

2 Ripe Francis In most cases, the choosing of a new 
pope in the Roman Catholic Church simply signals the 
passing of the same ideological torch from one elderly man 
to the next. The election of Ripe Francis, however has 
drastically altered the visions of a vast number of people, 
with Francis simply referred to as “The Liberal * pope. 

The title is well placed with the current pope per- 
forming actions such as running his own errands, wash- 
ing the feet of prisoners and even taking an almost 
accepting stance on gay marriage. These actions have 
helped gain him massive amounts of respect. 

3 The Bob Ford Scandal: Nov. 5. Toronto Mayor Bob 
Ford admits to smoking crack cocaine His excuse? "I 
probably tried it in one of my drunken stupors.' 

From that point on. Ford and those close to him 
turned his entire career into one gigantic heap of 
embarrassment. He has been accused by multiple 
sources of driving drunk, sexually harassing female co- 
workers. cursing out the media and even knocking an 
elderly city council member to the ground, just to name 
some of his ridiculous actions. His saving grace was his 
ability to balance the city s budget for many years, but 
other than this, the man is really and truly an idiot. 

Let s hope 2014 brings us some Middle Eastern peace 
and a law-abiding mayor in Toronto. 

The views herein represent the position of the newspa- 
per, not necessarily the author . 


Letters are welcome 


Spoke welcomes letters to 
editor. Letters shoidd be 
sidled and include the 
name and telephone 
number of the writer. 
Writers will be contact- 
ed for verification. 

No unsigned letters will be 
published. 

Letters should be no longer 


' 


than 500 words. 

Spoke reserves the right to edit 
any letter 
for publication. 

Email letters to: 

spokeonline.com 
with the subject line 
“Letter to the Editor," or bring 
them to Room 1C30 
at the Doon campus. 



Put your phone down, it will be OK 


When did it become so hard 

your electronics and just 
worry about what is happen- 
ing around you. These days 

using their cellphones when 
they shouldn't be. including 

My most recent personal 
experience was my dad's 
50th birthday party. I was 
social, enjoying beverages 
and food and congratulating 


u Not everyone will 
willingly disconnect 
themselves ... »» 


However, throughout the 
night my phone would start 
vibrating and I would qui- 

to answer the call, email 
or text. I had to do this 
due to the fact that they 
would almost definitely be 
work-related despite telling 
everyone earlier I shouldn t 
be contacted unless they 
absolutely needed me. It left 
me with two options, shut 



phone throughout the night. 
I knew I should have left it 
on in case someone actually 


desperately needed to get a 
hold of me but I decided to 
turn off the power and enjoy 


Not everyone will willingly 
disconnect themselves so eas- 
ily and it is starting to get 
harder to. Statistics Canada 

that 18 per cent of Canadian 
households now have a cell- 

of the family These numbers 


expected with how technol- 
ogy has been growing these 

made it so hard to just put 
these phones away? 


us to accepting cellphones 
as part of our lifestyles 


Constantly worrying if the 
babysitter has had any 
problems while watching 
your kids or if your boss has 
received your latest project 
creates a chain between our 
cellphones and our hands, 
in which we feel the need 



how far technology has 
evolved, your work is just a 
few swipes or taps away. 

So how does one escape the 
desire to constantly be check- 
ing that device? It is rather 



is to turn it off. If you are 
still worried about whether 
something may happen leave 
a number to contact you in 



their number on hand and 
make a brief call at some 
point during the night. After 
all. the events occurring 
around you are as important 
as the events you may not 

Put your phone down and 
enjoy the company around 
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FUN & GAMES 
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HOROSCOPE 


m 


Aries 

March 21 - 
April 19 


m 


Libra 

September 23 - 


.s going After a break from your 
to some school schedule you're back 
j made and should be aware of the 
intimi- challenges ahead. Being 


Taurus 

April 20- 
May 20 


!i S 


wap yourself up when 
.g to others like you do 

eekend: Friendly. 


r,-, Gemini 
BUS May 21- 
June 21 


Sagittarius 


After spending for the holi- 


m 




What if everything you told 

its was a lie? Something is 
going to shift your perspec- 
tive Don t fight it 
This weekend: Love. 



e good than you'd 


Try a personal change. 
This weekend: Adaptati 


•am Strange is the master 
of magnetism ... 
animal magnetism. 







6 





4 


6 


] 


9 


5 










5 


7 


8 










4 






8 



1 


5 



9 



5 

3 



8 



5 

9 


6 



7 











Fill in the grid with digits in 
such a manner that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box accommo- 
dates the digits 1-9, with- 
out repeating any. 










Word Search 














Resolutions 
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SPORTS 


The Bear Traps avoid friendly fire 



/a | Canadian 

v2J Diabetes 

Association 


1 in 5 survives 
getserious.ca 


"Before my diagnosis, 

I was a professional 
athlete. 

Life was good and 
the future was bright.” 

Learn more about 
Jung-Yul 



Tryouts for 
indoor soccer 
start this week 


s from the outdoor g 


and play competitive soc 
should attend. 

of Aldo Krajcar. head coach of 
away bath teams, said he is hoping 

upon last year particularly on the 


will be held tomor- 


rule 


and Jan. 9 and 16 in the 

ne gives play- Practices will be held regu- 
? to dribble and larly on Wednesday nights 




that players 
cannot throw the ball in when 
the ball goes out of bounds. 
The ball must be kicked in so 
that those players playing for- 
wards never use their hands 
Other than that the rules 
are basically the same as 


OCAA. In additiar 
the end of the semes 




